
8 

 

vehicle at Leeds. 6204 suffered a rear lights failure 
at Harrogate on the 359 on Sunday 17th, and West 
Yorkshire provided a similar Leopard/Duple DP 
vehicle, 2552 (UWR 770R) as replacement. I drove 
2552 later that evening on the 2145 hrs 201 feeder 
to Darlington & return.  
 REMH coach 1331 was not OMO-fitted, in 
theory preventing its use on service 359, but needs 
dictated on Thursday 21st February and it was dual-
crewed to Leeds with a Durham depot conductor. 
On Saturday 23rd, 6144 had an accident at Shotton 
Colliery in foggy conditions on the 0705hrs 212; it 
went to Peterlee for repair and returned a week 
later. A rest day on Tuesday 26th February was 
eventful as RELL 4261 (OHN 461L) suffered a 
puncture on the 0910hrs 213 back from Darlington. 
A spare driver started the next part of my duty on 
the 1135hrs 215 with 1635, and I took over when it 
passed where I was stranded at Ryhope. 
 By Thursday 6th March 3063 was receiving 
attention in the Sunderland workshop area; it was 
observed on service the following day but running 
slowly, and on the Saturday, it be-fell an accident in 
the depot. Its woes continued and by the final week 
of March, it remained out of service with engine 
problems, along with 3071 (accident damage), 3072 
(seized engine) and 6058 (timing chain). On Friday 
28th, I defected 3065 at Sedgefield for poor brakes 
and they provided LH 1549 (PHN 549L) as 
replacement, a vehicle which I had previously driven 
at Whitby depot in summer 1975. On Sunday 30th, 
RELH 6074 had an accident at Bowburn on service 
217 and by the following evening, only one of the 
five Leyland Nationals (3109: RUP 309V) was 
recorded as available for use. However, 3071 
returned from central works on 1st April after its 
accident repairs and 6074 was back in service 
within a few days. 

 A replacement engine arrived for 6058 on 
Thursday 10th April; it was fitted in Sunderland depot 
and completed by Wednesday 16th, but 3065’s 
engine was now running with a “knock”. Monday 
21st April started routinely, with a trip to Darlington 
& back on the 0635hrs 217 with 3109, though 
afterwards I was asked to collect 1635 from 
Peterlee depot. The clutch had failed and I drove it 
back to Sunderland “crash box-style” via the A19 
and A1018.  
 As the month ended, 3063/72 still awaited 
engines, 3065’s engine was imminent for failure, 
and I noted the “front end loose” on RELL 4254 - it 
went to central works for repair on Thursday 24th 
April. Thus, the DP-liveried vehicles at the depot 
(6058/74, 6144, 6204) were all required for local 
service and the non-OMO REMH coach 1331 was 
again deputed onto the Leeds service on Tuesday 
29th April. I drove whilst a colleague, Vernon Wilson, 
acted as conductor; it conveniently served as a 
route-learning exercise for Vernon, who hadn’t 
worked it before. 
 
To be continued…. 
 



14:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

19-Nov M 06:50 150 2847 RESL Sunderland Murton Rail Crossing - Dewhirsts Peterlee works service

08:39 215/38 2847 RESL Sunderland

6074 RELH Sunderland

10:50 213 6058 RELH Sunderland

20-Nov (R) Tu  13:35 215 6144 RELH Sunderland 4254 on loan to Darlington

15:50 213 1635 LH Sunderland

18:10 213 4254 RELL Sunderland

21-Nov (R)  W

22-Nov Th 06:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

23-Nov F 09:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland

12:20 214 3072 LN Sunderland

24-Nov Sa 09:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

12:20 214 3071 LN Sunderland

25-Nov Su 13:50 213 6074 RELH Sunderland

18:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

22:00 NX201 1015 Leopard Sunderland Late 201 Feeder from Darlington

26-Nov M 14:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland 1327 Towed from Peterlee to Central Works

27-Nov (R) Tu  

28-Nov W 13:05 NX201 1015 Leopard Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

18:50 213 3072 LN Sunderland

29-Nov Th 13:20 NX359 6058 RELH Sunderland 3072 Accident

30-Nov F 19:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

1331 Received ex Central Works new engine, requires PSV 32. 

4254 also Requires PSV 32.

ALLOCATION: Licence 1327

Date Day Time Service Fleet No. Type Depot Remarks

01-Dec (R) Sa 15:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

21:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

02-Dec (R) Su

03-Dec M 05:30

04-Dec Tu 07:50 213 3071 LN Sunderland

12:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

05-Dec (R) W 06:45 D213/4 3071 LN Sunderland

08:05 Service 214 ex Sedgefield. Did not drive, Chris Wills OPO 

training      

14:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland Did not drive, Chris Wills OPO training

06-Dec Th 06:50 150 1701 LH Sunderland Murton rail crossing - Dewhirsts Peterlee works service

08:39 215/38 1701 LH Sunderland Ex Easington Village

10:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

07-Dec F 05:45 250 6144 RELH Sunderland Mullards contract Durham                  3072 received ex accident repair, 3063 gearbox trouble

10:05 212 6058 RELH Sunderland 1331, 4254 passed PSVs

08-Dec Sa 11:20 214 3071 LN Sunderland

09-Dec Su 14:20 214 3071 LN Sunderland

19:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

22:00 NX201 6204 Leopard Sunderland Late 201 Feeder from Darlington

10-Dec M 19:50 213 3071 LN Sunderland 2847 has been converted for towing capability

11-Dec Tu 15:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

NGT4218 RELL Murton NGT

18:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

12-Dec (R) W 14:20 214 6144 RELH Sunderland

19:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

13-Dec (R)  Th 18:50 213 3072 LN Sunderland

4261 RELL Sunderland

14-Dec F 15:20 214 3071 LN Sunderland

Road conditions bad tonight with ice. First Winter snow in 

area.

20:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

15-Dec Sa 14:35 217 3072 LN Sunderland 1331 on service, Aycliffe Hospital

16-Dec Su 10:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

17-Dec M 06:55 215 1701 LH Sunderland

09:50 213 4254 RELL Sunderland

18-Dec Tu 06:50 150 1701 LH Sunderland Murton rail crossing - Dewhirsts Peterlee works service

08:39 215/38 1701 LH Sunderland Ex Easington Village

11:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

19-Dec W 06:50 150 1701 LH Sunderland Murton rail crossing - Dewhirsts Peterlee works service

08:39 215/38 1701 LH Sunderland Ex Easington Village

10:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

20-Dec (R) Th Sunderland 3063 on road, new gearbox

21-Dec (R)  F 07:05 212 4261 RELL Sunderland

11:20 214 3063 LN Sunderland Breakdown at Billingham Bank, 3063 Fan Drive

22-Dec Sa 06:25 250

Mullards closed over Xmas period                                         Went 

to Middlesbrough for 3063

10:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland 1327 Received ex Central Works PSV 32.

23-Dec (R) Su 15:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

20:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland

24-Dec M 13:20 NX359 6204 Leopard Sunderland Buses being noted being painted allover Red.

25-Dec (PH)T

26-Dec (PH)W

27-Dec Th 15:20 214 3063 LN Sunderland

19:50 213 3063 LN Sunderland Ran out of fuel coming out of Darlington

1624 LH Darlington

28-Dec F 12:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland

15:05 S1 Went to Peterlee for 4254, breakdown with throttle.

18:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

29-Dec Sa 15:50 213 2847 RESL Sunderland

21:35 215 4254 RELL Sunderland 1015 Accident

30-Dec (R) Su

31-Dec M 08:20 NX359 6058 RELH Sunderland Passengers change Thirsk. Took 1015 to Central Works.

ALLOCATION: None

Date Day Time Service Fleet No. Type Depot Remarks

01-Jan (PH) Tu 08:20 NX359 6144 RELH Sunderland Passengers change Thirsk

13:05 NX201 1331 REMH Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

02-Jan (R) W 05:59 214 3072 LN Sunderland

03-Jan Th 05:45 250 1635 LH Sunderland Mullards contract Durham                                                              4254 off the road - running rough

10:05 212 4261 RELL Sunderland

04-Jan F 06:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

Went to Central Works for 1331, then took 3063 and brought 

back 1015

05-Jan Sa 07:50 213 6074 RELH Sunderland 1327 on Feeder

12:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

06-Jan Su 18:35 217 3072 LN Sunderland

Services & Vehicles Driven
Allocation / General Notes

DEPOT SPARE

1635 Gear linkage snapped Times Inn Bank Seaham, took to 

NORTHERN Murton depot in 3rd gear only. Given dual door 

RELL 4218.

Puncture on 3072, changeover with 4261. Also, took 1701 to 

Peterlee and changed with 6058

DID NOT OPERATE

DID NOT OPERATE

JANUARY 1980

Ex Easington Village , changed with 6074 at Peterlee Moorcock

outward journey.

Changeover 1635 at Darlington for 4254. Problems with oil

light at Sedgefield, back light to Sunderland

DECEMBER 1979

Services & Vehicles Driven
Allocation / General Notes
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07-Jan M 15:05 S1

18:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

08-Jan Tu 10:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

15:05 S1 Took 1015 to Durham for parts

18:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland 3063 Received ex Central Works, for PSV 32

09-Jan W 13:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

15:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

10-Jan Th 15:35 215

Had to return home with car, windscreen smashed coming to 

work.

18:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

11-Jan (R)  F 13:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland 4254 Running on locals, engine rough

15:50 213 6144 RELH Sunderland

12-Jan (R)  Sa 13:20 NX359 6204 Leopard Sunderland

13-Jan (R)  Su

14-Jan M 11:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland 3071 at Central Works repaint

15-Jan (R) Tu 06:03 213 6074 RELH Sunderland Light 213 to Wheatley Hill, 07:08 ex Tavern

08:20 NX359 6074 RELH Sunderland 6058 Engine breakdown

16-Jan W 09:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

12:20 214 4254 RELL Sunderland

17-Jan Th 06:45 D213/4 3072 LN Sunderland 08:05 Service 214 ex Sedgefield

10:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland 2847 heater trouble

18-Jan F 06:55 215 2847 RESL Sunderland

3071 Received ex Central Works repaint, first all red, white 

band omitted 

09:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

19-Jan Sa 06:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

20-Jan Su 15:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

21:35 215 1701 RELL Sunderland

21-Jan M 15:35 215 4261 RELL Sunderland

18:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

22-Jan (R) Tu 

23-Jan (R) W 19:50 213 3071 LN Sunderland Took 1701 to Durham for spares                                       Word of 6000 burnt out at Coxhoe (see below)

24-Jan Th 19:50 213 3072 LN Sunderland

25-Jan F 13:05 NX201 1331 REMH Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington                                          Confirmed Hartlepools 6017 the one burnt out

18:50 213 3072 LN Sunderland          3063 Breakdown at Middlesbrough, 6070 on loan

26-Jan Sa 12:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

15:20 214 3072 LN Sunderland

20:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland 2847 on loan to Sedgefield, 3077 Breakdown

27-Jan (R) Su 6070 returned to Middlesbrough

28-Jan M 06:05 212 6058 RELH Sunderland 2847 back from Sedgefield

10:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

29-Jan Tu 05:30

Took 1635 to Jesmond for steam clean. Took Tommy Robson in 

1331 to Middlesbrough for 3063. 

30-Jan W 05:45 250 6074 RELH Sunderland Mullards contract Durham                                                             

10:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

31-Jan Th 11:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland 2847 Blacked for heaters

ALLOCATION: None

Date Day Time Service Fleet No. Type Depot Remarks

01-Feb F 06:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland 3063 becoming very unreliable

10:35 215 3109 LN Sunderland

18:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

02-Feb Sa 05:59 214 3072 LN Sunderland

13:05 NX201 1331 REMH Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

03-Feb Su 11:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

14:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

04-Feb M 16:35 215 6058 RELH Sunderland 4276 on loan from Middlesbrough, 3063 Breakdown

18:35 215 6058 RELH Sunderland

21:20 214 4261 RELL Sunderland Connect at Peterlee 21:53 with Sedgefield car

22:35 215/2 4261 RELL Sunderland

05-Feb (R) Tu 1327 on loan to Durham

06-Feb W 13:20 NX359 6058 RELH Sunderland 3063 off road

07-Feb Th 14:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland 2847 cleared ex Union blacking for heater problem

08-Feb F 13:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

15:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

21:45 NX201 1327 REMH Sunderland Late 201 Feeder from Darlington

09-Feb (R) Sa 16:05 212 2847 RESL Sunderland 6058 Engine breakdown at Darlington, 1595 on loan

21:20 214 4254 RELL Sunderland Connect at Peterlee 21:53 with Sedgefield car

22:50 213/2 4254 RELL Sunderland 3072 Sheared fan shaft, 4206 on loan

10-Feb (R) Su 3071 Windscreen fell out Watch Bank

11-Feb (R) M 14:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

16:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland 6058 running on service

12-Feb Tu 09:35 215 4254 RELL Sunderland

12:20 214 6058 RELH Sunderland

13-Feb W 06:03 213 3072 LN Sunderland Light 213 to Wheatley Hill, 07:08 ex Tavern

08:20 NX359 6058 RELH Sunderland Passengers change at Thirsk

13:05 NX201 1331 REMH Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

14-Feb Th 06:03 213 MHD774L Leopard Leeds Light 213 to Wheatley Hill, 07:08 ex Tavern

08:20 NX359 MHD774L Leopard Leeds

Passengers change at Thirsk. National Travel East Leopard 

MHD774L covering for breakdown of Sunderland car

14:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

15-Feb F 06:03 213 4254 RELL Sunderland Light 213 to Wheatley Hill, 07:08 ex Tavern

08:20 NX359 6204 Leopard Sunderland Passengers change at Thirsk

16-Feb Sa 08:20 NX359 6204 Leopard Sunderland Passengers change at Thirsk

13:35 215 4254 RELL Sunderland

17-Feb (R) Su 13:50 213 6058 RELH Sunderland

18:35 215 4261 RELL Sunderland

21:45 NX201 WY2552 Leopard Harrogate Late 201 Feeder from Darlington

18-Feb M 15:20 214 3071 LN Sunderland

20:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

19-Feb (R) Tu

20-Feb W 15:05 S1 Covered 215 instead of schools

16:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

18:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

21-Feb Th 13:05 NX201 1327 REMH Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

18:50 213 3071 LN Sunderland

1331 on Leeds with Durham conductor/dual crew (George W 

Stewart)

22-Feb F 13:20 NX359 6074 RELH Sunderland

23-Feb Sa 14:20 214 6058 RELH Sunderland

6144 accident in fog conditions 07:05 service 212, White City, 

Shotton Colliery

19:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

24-Feb (R) Su 

25-Feb M 06:05 212 6058 RELH Sunderland 6058 Rough running engine 

10:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland 6144 at Peterlee accident repairs

14:05 212 6058 RELH Sunderland

FEBRUARY 1980

Services & Vehicles Driven
Allocation / General Notes

6204 Breakdown in Harrogate, no rear lights. West Yorkshire 

2552 [ex 1068] (UWR 770R) on loan

DID NOT OPERATE

DID NOT OPERATE

DID NOT OPERATE

DID NOT OPERATE

DEPOT SPARE
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26-Feb (R) Tu 06:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland Puncture with 4261 just out of Ryhope coming into Sunderland

11:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland Tookover 1635 at where 4261 had puncture                                                  6204 rear electrics trouble

27-Feb W 11:05 212 2847 RESL Sunderland

28-Feb Th 07:05 212 2847 RESL Sunderland 4254 Running on service

11:20 214 4261 RELL Sunderland

29-Feb F 05:59 214 3065 LN Sunderland

ALLOCATION: None

Date Day Time Service Fleet No. Type Depot Remarks

01-Mar Sa 10:50 213 3072 LN Sunderland 6144 received ex accident repair

02-Mar Su 13:20 NX359 6204 Leopard Sunderland

03-Mar M 14:20 214 6074 RELH Sunderland

19:35 215 4261 RELL Sunderland

04-Mar Tu 13:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland 3072 Breakdown Darlington

15:50 213 6074 RELH Sunderland

05-Mar (R)W 15:20 214 3065 LN Sunderland

20:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland

06-Mar (R)Th 16:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland 3063 being worked on

18:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland

21:20 214 6058 RELH Sunderland Connect at Peterlee 21:53 Sedgefield car

22:35 215/2 6058 RELH Sunderland

07-Mar F 14:35 217 6204 Leopard Sunderland 3063 on road, very slow

08-Mar Sa 14:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland 3063 Accident in depot

16:50 213 3071 LN Sunderland

09-Mar 

to 

25-Mar

26-Mar W 06:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

Depot struggling with poor state of buses. 3071 accident, 3072 

seized engine, 6058 timing chain.

14:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

16:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

27-Mar Th 07:50 213 6204 Leopard Sunderland

12:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

28-Mar F 06:50 150 1701 LH Sunderland Murton rail crossing - Dewhirsts Peterlee works service

08:39 215/38 1701 LH Sunderland Ex Easington Village

10:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

1549 LH Sedgefield

29-Mar Sa 06:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

10:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

30-Mar Su 15:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland 6074 Accident at Bowburn

18:20 214 3065 LN Sunderland

31-Mar M 15:20 214 6204 Leopard Sunderland Only one LN on road tonight, 3109, poor availability

20:35 215 2847 RESL Sunderland 3063 at Darlington, engine breakdown.

ALLOCATION: None

Date Day Time Service Fleet No. Type Depot Remarks

01-Apr Tu 14:20 214 3065 LN Sunderland 3071 received ex Central Works accident repair

19:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

02-Apr W 16:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland 6058 Requires engine

18:35 215 4254 RELL Sunderland

21:20 214 2847 RESL Sunderland Connect at Peterlee 21:53 Sedgefield car

22:35 215/2 2847 RESL Sunderland

03-Apr Th 16:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

21:35 215 4254 RELL Sunderland

04-Apr (R)F(PH)

05-Apr (R) Sa 16:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

18:50 213 3065 LN Sunderland

06-Apr (R) Su 10:50 213 6074 RELH Sunderland

07-Apr (R)M(PH) 

08-Apr Tu 11:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

09-Apr W 05:30

06:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

10-Apr Th 06:55 215 1635 LH Sunderland 1557 on loan

09:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland Engine received for 6058

11-Apr F 06:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

12-Apr Sa 07:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

11:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

13-Apr Su 19:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland

14-Apr M 14:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

16:50 213 2847 RESL Sunderland

15-Apr (R)Tu

16-Apr W 15:05 S1 6058 on service

18:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland

17-Apr Th 18:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland

18-Apr F 18:50 213 6074 RELH Sunderland 3065 Breakdown, 1549 on loan

19-Apr Sa 15:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

18:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

20-Apr (R)Su

21-Apr M 06:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland Brought 1635 back from Peterlee with no clutch

22-Apr Tu 07:05 212 6058 RELH Sunderland 3065 running, knock on engine

11:20 214 6074 RELH Sunderland

23-Apr W 06:05 212 6074 RELH Sunderland

10:35 215 4254 RELL Sunderland

14:05 212 3065 LN Sunderland

24-Apr Th 06:05 212 6144 RELH Sunderland  4254 to Central Works, body repairs, front end loose

10:35 215 1701 LH Sunderland

13:05 NX201 1331 REMH Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

25-Apr (R)F 06:50 213 2847 RESL Sunderland

11:35 215 1635 LH Sunderland

26-Apr Sa 06:55 215 1701 LH Sunderland 2842 on loan from Durham

09:50 213 4261 RELL Sunderland 3065 running poor

27-Apr Su 18:35 217 3071 LN Sunderland Took 2842 back to Durham

28-Apr M 13:05 NX201 1024 Leopard Sunderland Feeder to and from Darlington

18:50 213 2847 RESL Sunderland

29-Apr Tu 13:20 NX359 1331 REMH Sunderland Dual crew with Vernon Wilson, route learning                        Bishop Auckland on strike

30-Apr W 14:35 217 3109 LN Sunderland 5023 on loan from Bishop Auckland

APRIL 1980

Services & Vehicles Driven
Allocation / General Notes

DEPOT SPARE

DID NOT OPERATE

MARCH 1980

Services & Vehicles Driven
Allocation / General Notes

WINTER HOLIDAYS

Ran 3065 off at Sedgefield, poor brakes, used 1549 Sedgefield- 

Darlington- Sedgefield. Drove 1549 at Whitby in 1975.
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