
Saturday 13th November. Omnibus Society, Northern Branch.

UEC member Nigel Eggleton of Transdev Blazefield will speak

about the group’s operations - this will nicely complement our

club’s September outing to Keighley, Burnley and Blackburn. At

Gosforth Library (near Regent Centre Metro and bus stations),

Newcastle, 1.00pm for 1.30.

Renewing your membership

Just in case you have forgotten, here is a little reminder that your

club membership will be due for renewal on 1st November. The

application form for 2010-2011 was distributed last month. The

£17 subscription fee should be sent with the form to the

membership secretary Wendy Howard at 2 Harley Lane,

Catterick Garrison, Richmond, North Yorkshire DL9 4JL.

Book review 

The Wonder of Buses and Trams by Jack Burton. United

Enthusiasts Club, ISBN 978 0 9549659 1 4, 160 pp, softback.

£17.95.

P o w e r f u l

enthusiasm, for

which the word

‘hobby’ can

seem inadequate,

is a gift which

many UEC

members will

have been

blessed with.

Here, Jack

Burton shares

his insights and

experiences with

us, and helps us

to appreciate just

what a gift this

is.

The author

tells us that he

drove buses for

35 years, but

they have

captivated him for 70. His pre-school memories are of Leyland

TD4s passing his Norwich home on a ten-minute frequency.

Members will be well aware of the common root of United and

Eastern Counties, but as a boy growing up in what had already

become Eastern Counties territory, Jack had to piece together the

history from his elders’ anecdotes, old news cuttings,

photographs and inspired deduction. It was not immediately

apparent, for example, that the long-distance United coach

service which passed through Norwich belonged to the same

‘United’ which adults spoke of as once running local buses in

Norfolk.

Many fine transport books are written by enthusiasts who

have themselves worked in the industry. This example is

unusual, however, because Jack’s life itself has been unusually

rich. Upon leaving school in 1956, he worked in the Norwich

office of Eastern Counties. After a couple of months at Head

Office (where the work in Traffic Audit was rather boring) he

was transferred to the Surrey Street Bus Station, where he looked

out over a row of pits where buses were inspected, repaired and

COFd. A boyhood fantasy come true! However, a little earlier, at

age 15, Jack had been inspired by Billy Graham’s All-Scotland

Crusade which had been relayed to Norwich (amongst other

places), and which resulted in his religious conversion. So his

initial employment with Eastern Counties was brief, for in 1959

he left to take up theological training in Birmingham (where he

had once visited and admired the trams). College course

completed, the Methodist church sent him to take up ministry in

Glasgow - a year after the tram system had finished. “Divine

timing leaves much to be desired”.

Jack rejoined Eastern Counties in 1968, now as a worker-

priest, driving Bristol LS coaches from Soham outstation. In

1969 he transferred to Norwich, a city in which he has since

remained. During a period in which the camaraderie of crew

work on Lodekkas gave way (in 1983) to the more barren

conductorless days we know today, he has been TGWU branch

chairman (1972-73) and, whilst remaining a staunch trade

unionist, was in 1995 appointed an Employee Director on the

board of Eastern Counties (under de-regulated Grampian

Regional Transport control). While at the wheel of a Scania

single-decker in 2002, he suffered a slight stroke which resulted

in his early retirement - fortunately he has made a good recovery

in the years since.

This book will most definitely appeal to enthusiasts. Jack

appreciates the importance of accuracy in the recording of facts,

and of numbers - fleet - registration - service (Eastern Counties

continued the United system of fleet numbering long after United

itself had abandoned it). The copious illustrations range from a

1905 Great Eastern Railway’s own-build double-decker on a

service which later passed into United ownership, to a 2007 view

of a Wright Gemini ’decker passing near Jack’s Norwich house.

But this superb work is far more than a book of numbers.

Certainly it will take the reader on a journey through time and

place, and it will recall experiences which he might recognise

from his own life. For the thoughtful enthusiast it will do much

more. It will reveal the wonder inherent in his enthusiasm which

hitherto he might have missed.

Andy Wood

Books from the United Enthusiasts Club

The book reviewed above, The Wonder of Buses and Trams  by

Jack Burton, is available from the author at 7, Colegate, Norwich

NR3 1BN, or from club secretary Philip Battersby (address on

page 2), or from the appointed distributor MDS Book Sales at

128, Pikes Lane, Glossop, Derbyshire SK13 8EH and at rallies

and events which MDS attends. The cover price is £17.95, and

postage and packing on single copies is £2.00, cheques to be

made payable to the supplier by name. These prices are the same

whichever supplier you choose, but it will benefit the club if you

buy your copy through the secretary.

The 2010 edition of the club’s Arriva North East Fleet Book

is still available at £2.80 post free from Jeff Tattersall at 106

Armstrong Close, Locking Stumps, Warrington WA3 6DJ. Also

still on special offer while stocks last are the 2008 and 2009

editions at inclusive prices when you order your 2010 copy. Post

free prices are £4 for 2009 with 2010, and £5 for all three.

There is still a small stock of the club’s 2005 book

Discovering Heather by Philip Battersby, available from him at

£8.95 plus £1 post and packing.

Also still available from Philip Battersby is the company’s

1987 official publication United - A Short History by Nigel

Watson, at £2.50 plus 50 pence p&p.
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